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Southcare’s future assured

Southcare’s emergency helicopter service
will be given rent free accommodation

at Canberra International Airport for the
next five years.

Under the terms of an offer made by

the airport's Executive Chairman, Mr Terry
Snow to the ACT Minister for Justice and
Community Service Mr. Gary Humphries, the
helicopter and its support crew will continue
to operate from the north west sector of

the airport adjacent to Majura Road.

“The new five year arrangement gives
Southcare an assured future at the airport
and provides the necessary breathing space
for the helicopter to maintain its essential
community services and start planning for
the construction of a permanent base,”
Mr Snow said.

"We are delighted to be continuing our
contribution towards the operation of an
emergency service equal to any in the world.”

The Capital Airport Group and Southcare
reached agreement last September to
provide six months rent free accommodation
on 2,500 square metres of airport property
for the helicopter and its support crew.

"At that time, Southcare wanted to

begin immediate operations and, as a good
corporate citizen, we were happy to assist
them get the emergency service up and
running as quickly as possible,” Mr. Snow said.

“The land we are offering rent free to
Southcare is extremely valuable and will
form part of the gateway to the airport’s
freight subdivision.

"For that reason, we will require Southcare
to construct a permanent base which meets
National Capital Authority building standards.
The Capital Airport Group is delighted with
its continuing association with this vital
community asset," Mr Snow said. A
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Canberra’s Hazelton bid

The Capital Airport Group, owners of
Canberra International Airport, will make
a determined bid to persuade Hazelton
Airlines to relocate its operations

in Canberra.

Hazelton says it has “outgrown” its
headquarters at Cudal near Orange in central
western NSW and is looking for a new base
for its staff and fleet of 12 modern turbo
prop aircraft.

With first class airport facilities, direct capital
city links and on carriage services to north
Queensland and Tasmania, Canberra
International Airport offers a perfect fit for
Hazelton, says John Milton, General
Manager of Canberra International Airport.

“We have already started negotiations with
Hazelton and we will make a very serious bid
to convince them to shift their headquarters
to Canberra," he said.

Hazelton Airlines says it will maintain its ties
with the country.

“We are a country airline with strong links
to our country customers,” said Hazelton
Airlines Chief Executive Officer, Andrew
Drysdale,” and for business and strategic
reasons we do not intend to bury ourselves
in Sydney.”

"We are looking at a range of possible new
locations — Tamworth and Orange in rural
NSW, Queensland, Victoria and the ACT.”

Hazelton Airlines is preparing documents
setting out its operational requirements over
the next 10 years and interested parties such
as the Capital Airport Group would be invited
to respond, Mr. Drysdale said.

The board of Hazelton Airlines would
announce a decision in June.

Hazelton Airlines operates an extensive
regional network in New South Wales with
services to Moruya and Merimbula, Albury,
Wagga Wagga, Parkes, Orange, Broken Hill
and Taralgon in Victoria. A
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