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Queanbeyan City Council faces increasing pressure
to abandon its plans to approve a housing estate
under the main flight path of Canberra
International Airport.

The latest pressure has come from the Federal
Minister for Transport, Mr. John Anderson, who, in a
letter to the deputy Premier of NSW, says the planned
development was not in the interests of the
community or the airport.

The Poplars development would close off the only
undeveloped arrival corridor for aircraft and, based on
experience at nearby Jerrabombera, present a not
insignificant aircraft noise problem for residents,
he says.

Mr. Anderson’s letter to Dr Andrew Refshauge
coincides with the results of a random telephone
survey (see box) of 350 Queanbeyan residents
commissioned by the Capital Airport Group, Of those
surveyed, over seven in 10 believed that residents
living in The Poplars estate may eventually complain
about aircraft noise, even if ‘buyer beware’ clauses
were inserted in land sale contracts.

Because The Poplars estate was located closer to the
airport than Jerrabombera, “there is no reason to believe
that aircraft noise will not be a major issue for residents
— quite possibly in the short term and certainly as traffic
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activity continues over time,” says Mr. Anderson. “Given
experiences at other airports with the impact of aircraft
operations, many of which, in recent years, have received
a great deal of publicity. I consider that to permit
development of The Poplars for residential purposes
would not be in the interests of either the community or
the airport and would not represent prudent and
responsible planning administration.”

Even though the development was just outside the 20
ANEF contour for the airport, experience elsewhere
showed that future residents would be exposed to
relatively high aircraft noise levels.

Mr. Anderson’s letter echoes a similar warning from
former Federal Transport Minister, Mr. John Sharp,
who in a letter to the Queanbeyan City Council in 1996
wrote “to proceed would be irresponsible, would ignore
the lessons only recently learnt and would be in
defiance of good practice.”

The survey results fully justified the airport’s decision
to conduct a public awareness campaign about the
implications of the Council proceeding with the
housing estate, says airport General Manager,
Mr. John Milton.

“The residents of Queanbeyan have had their say —
they do not want The Poplars to proceed.” l
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John Milton, General Manager
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