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CAENBERRA

STAGE 1: $8 MILLION

Capital Airport Group is set to spend more than $8
million next year improving road works and traffic
flows and upgrading car parks at Canberra
International Airport.

Utilising the latest advances in European car
parking technology, the new airport car parks will
provide spaces for an additional 500 vehicles and
feature an all weather-covered walkway to the main
terminal building.

The enhanced car parking technology, worth about
$600,000, will help eliminate queues and
substantially reduce waiting time. It will also allow
travellers to use credit cards for parking tickets.
Billing transactions will take place at strategically
located exit terminals and no other paperwork will
be involved. “The technology was originally
designed for European ski resorts where space and
time is always limited,” says Stephen Byron,
Managing Director of Capital Airport Group.
“It’s the first time this type of world class
technology has been used at an Australian airport”.
Traffic flows to and from the airport will be
‘calmed’ and pedestrian safety greatly enhanced
through the introduction of a new one way
terminal road system with designated lanes for pick
up and drop off, parking and rental cars.

A new queuing system will streamline access for
travellers using airport taxis, eliminate airport
congestion and provide faster drop off and
pick up services. Rental car operators will be
relocated to new covered car parks close to the
terminal building.

“This is the most ambitious infrastructure
project undertaken at the airport since the main
north-south runway was extended 25 years ago”,
says Byron. “It’s designed to allow travellers to hub
through our airport with minimum inconvenience
and loss of time”. The landscape surrounding the
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new roads and car parks will be typical of older
Canberra boulevards—spring blossom on Prunus
trees with contrasting Eucalypts and Casuarinas—
heightening the sense of arrival and departure from
Australia’s national capital city.

“The design and construction of a new airport
transport system has been our number one priority
since we purchased the airport”, he says.

“It accords with our Year 2020 Master Plan which
forecasts an increase of 80 to 100 percent in the
number of passengers using the airport over the
next 15 to 20 years. We have to start planning to
meet that demand now”.

Construction work will start early next month—
normally a quiet period for airport movements—
and will finish around April. “The construction
work will take place with minimum disruption to
our travellers”, says Byron. The new road works
and car parks will also clear the way for the
construction of a new airport apron for Ansett
Airlines to accommodate its new generation of
regional commuter jets.
“A new aircraft apron is essential if the airport is to
grow”, says Byron. “Overnight parking by aircraft
on the tarmac outside the terminal building is
already fully occupied. That means Ansett is
required to park one of its aircraft well away from
its terminal”.
The urgent need for a new aircraft apron was the
catalyst for the $8 million transport and car upgrade.
“When completed, the new aircraft apron will
virtually eliminate our existing short stay car park”.
Work on the $4 million apron is scheduled to start
in the first half of next year.
The new airport facilities will also include:
M A new shelter for travellers waiting for taxis.
B A single entry point for both short term
and long stay car parks.
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B Extensive new garden and tree landscaping
programs.

M A new amenities block for taxi drivers and
wider, safer feeder bays for taxis.

M A new petrol station with car wash and full
car servicing facilities.

B A designated coach area.

M Working plan on page 3.
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