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SINGAPORE AIRLINES TO MAKE HISTORY WITH NEW ‘CAPITAL EXPRESS’



Australia and New Zealand’s capitals directly connected for the first time
SQ291/292 to be Canberra’s first regularly scheduled international service

Singapore Airlines today announced it would be the first international airline to operate regularly
scheduled international flights from Australia’s capital, Canberra.
The new ‘Capital Express’ route will provide the nation’s capital with two direct international
destination options with flight SQ292/291 operating Canberra-Singapore and Canberra-Wellington.
For the first time in the two countries’ histories, Australia and New Zealand’s capital cities will be
serviced by non-stop flights four times a week beginning in September 2016 – subject to regulatory
approval.
“This new service linking Singapore, Canberra and Wellington reflects the close ties between the
three countries,” said Singapore Airlines CEO, Mr Goh Choon Phong.
“We are excited about the prospects for our new ‘Capital Express’ route, which we are confident will
appeal to leisure, government and corporate travellers.
“We are especially pleased to be bringing more convenient travel options to customers with
Canberra’s first regularly scheduled international flights and the first non-stop links between the
capitals of Australia and New Zealand.”
Since it was purchased in 1998 the Capital Airport Group has invested more than $2 billion in facilities
at Canberra Airport, investments that will have helped it make history on 21 September when it
welcomes the first Singapore Airlines flight.
Canberra Airport Chairman, Mr Terry Snow AM, said the decision by Singapore Airlines to begin
operations was justification of the long-term vision that Canberra Airport has had for many years.
“From day one, my family set about creating a world-class gateway for the national capital. As longterm locals committed to the prosperity of the capital region, our campaign to see Canberra become
linked directly to the rest of the world has been constant,” said Mr Snow.
“We have worked closely with the ACT Government and VisitCanberra, and particularly Chief Minister
Andrew Barr who over many years has been unwavering in his passion and support for our quest to
gain direct international flights.
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“I can think of no better partner than Singapore Airlines with its reputation for quality and excellence to
be the first to set Canberra Airport on this historic course.”
Tickets for the new Capital Express service will be on sale from Monday 25 January with Economy
Class fares starting from $650 all-inclusive for CBR-SIN return and $469 all-inclusive for CBR-WLG
return. Business Class fares start from $3,166 all-inclusive for CBR-SIN return and $1,450 allinclusive for CBR-WLG return.
Singapore Airlines’ Alliance partner Virgin Australia will codeshare on flights between Canberra and
Singapore, providing Virgin Australia customers with greater access to Singapore, Asia and Europe.
The new Canberra service will add to Singapore Airlines’ already extensive Australian network. The
Airline’s Australian network currently includes flights between Singapore and Adelaide, Brisbane,
Melbourne, Perth and Sydney.
Subsidiary SilkAir also serves Cairns and Darwin, while a wide-ranging partnership with Virgin
Australia extends Singapore Airlines’ Australian and South Pacific network to another 53 codeshare
destinations.
Singapore Airlines’ new Wellington services will complement existing services between Singapore
and both Auckland and Christchurch, and come in a year in which it celebrates its 40 th and 30th
anniversaries serving the cities, respectively.
Singapore Airlines also has an extensive partnership with Air New Zealand.
The Capital Express service will be operated with 266-seat retrofitted Boeing 777-200 fitted with 38
Business Class seats and 228 Economy Class seats.

Flight Schedules*
Flight Number and
Routing
SQ291
Singapore-Canberra
SQ291
Canberra-Wellington

Days of Operation

SQ292
Wellington-Canberra
SQ292
Canberra-Singapore

Monday, Wednesday,Friday,
Sunday
Monday, Wednesday,Friday,
Sunday

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday,
Sunday
Monday, Wednesday,Friday,
Sunday

Time of
Departure
23:00

Time of
Arrival
08:35+1

9:50

15:05

20:15

22:05

23:30

05:50+1

*All times stated are local based on a launch date of 20 September 2016. Timings to change soon
after due to Daylight Savings in Australia and New Zealand.

***
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For further information please contact:
Karl Schubert
Public Relations Manager Singapore Airlines
Tel: (02) 9350 0293
Mob: 0407 708 470
Karl_Schubert@singaporeair.com.sg
OR
Jemma Lee
Liquid Ideas for Singapore Airlines
Tel: (02) 9667 4211
Mob: 0438 285 545
singaporeairlines@liquidideas.com.au

OR
Jane Seaborn
Canberra Airport Media
Mob: 0414 829 282
jane@tbp.com.au

About Singapore Airlines
Singapore Airlines (SIA) is one of Australia's largest foreign carriers and operates 136 weekly
services, including SilkAir destinations, offering seamless connectivity through its Changi hub across
its global network of 100 destinations in 35 countries, from the following seven cities in Australia:
Sydney
Melbourne
Perth
Brisbane
Adelaide
Darwin
Cairns

35 flights
weekly
29 flights
weekly
28 flights
weekly
25 flights
weekly
10 flights
weekly
6 flights
weekly
3 flights
weekly

Airbus A380p & A330, Boeing 777-300r, 777-300ERp & 777200ERr
Airbus A330, Boeing 777-300r, 777-300ER & 777-300ERn
Airbus A330 and Boeing 777-200r
Airbus A330
Airbus A330
Boeing 737-800 (operated by SilkAir, the regional wing of SIA)
Boeing 737-800 (operated by SilkAir, the regional wing of SIA)

In April 2016 Amsterdam will be the inaugural destination for its new-generation Airbus A350 fleet.
Düsseldorf will join Singapore Airlines’ route network in July 2016 when non-stop flights are
introduced from Singapore.
The network will be further added to in September when Singapore Airlines becomes the first
international carrier to fly regularly scheduled flights from Singapore to Canberra and on to
Wellington. It will be the first time the two capital cities of Australia and New Zealand have been
connected by direct flights.
SIA is always looking at ways to improve its product and service offering, and recent enhancements
include the extension of the popular Changi Transit Programme (CTP) to 31 March 2016, which offers
transiting Singapore Airlines and SilkAir customers S$40 worth of Changi Dollar Vouchers (CDVs) per
adult and child ticket for use at over 510 retail, food and service outlets at Changi Airport (S$20 of the
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CDVs must be spent at duty free - on liquor, tobacco, cosmetics or perfumes); the expanded
Singapore Stopover Holiday package which offers accommodation, transfers and entry into
Singapore's major attractions worth more than $600 from $41 per person twin share; and the global
launch of Singapore Airlines’ new Business Class and First Class concept SilverKris Lounge at
Sydney Airport.
The roll out of benefits to Australian travellers as part of the alliance with Virgin Australia continues,
with SIA codeshare to 53 domestic and South Pacific destinations and VA codeshare to a total of 89
destinations across the SilkAir/Singapore Airlines network.

About Canberra Airport
The Capital Airport Group, led by Chairman Terry Snow and Managing Director Stephen Byron, has
invested almost $2 billion in facilities at Canberra Airport since purchasing it from the Commonwealth
in 1998. An exciting and elegant new Canberra Airport terminal enhances the tourism promise of the
Capital region. Designed and built by local companies, and featuring inviting spaces punctuated with
world-class artwork, the Airport reflects the style and originality of contemporary Canberra. Just eight
minutes' drive from iconic national cultural institutions including the Australian War Memorial, hip
hotels and restaurants, and two hours from some of Australia's best natural experiences, from the
ocean to the snow to the outback, Canberra Airport is an integral gateway for the region's ambitions to
grow and globalise.
Canberra Airport offers frequent and direct services to Australia's major cities, Sydney, Melbourne,
Brisbane, Perth, Adelaide, Gold Coast and Newcastle, and an upgraded runway is able to
accommodate larger jets including the Boeing 747 and Boeing 777, as well as the Airbus A380.
Canberra Airport enjoys a unique position as the only 747-capable, curfew-free airport between
Brisbane and Melbourne. Catering to a population of almost one million people within two hours’
drive, Canberra Airport lives up to its vision of becoming the world's best small airport and sets the
tone for what to expect from one of the world's best-planned and most liveable cities and its dynamic
and enticing region.
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